Aggression in dogs—whys and wherefores

Dr Kersti Seksel

Aggression is defined as a threat, challenge or attack that

Although much is made of breed characteristics, there is

is directed towards one or more individuals and it may be little scientific data that corroborates it. Although some

passive or active. It can be intra or interspecific. It may
be normal or abnormal depending on the context. Most
intra specific aggression is highly ritualised, appears to
serve some ethologically significant function and is
commonly associated with competition between
members of the same social group. Interspecific
aggression, however, is most commonly associated with
protection of the self but may also involve some
competition depending on the context.

Aggression is a non specific sign so it may be both a
description and a diagnosis. Signs may be visual
(changes in body posture, piloerection) and auditory
(growling, barking) and may involve use of teeth and
occasionally claws.

From several studies it would appear that socially
mature, intact males are most often implicated in
exhibiting aggressive behaviour. However, aggression is
not restricted to males and there is considerable variation
in time of onset of aggression with even puppies capable
of serious aggression.

In any discussion of aggressive behaviour there are
several aspects that need to be considered. These include
not only the behaviour of the dog but also the behaviour
of victim as well as the context in which the behaviour
occurs.

Aggressive behaviour may be offensive or defensive in
character. The sort of aggression that is exhibited at a
particular time will be influenced by such factors as the
dog’s motivation as well as the presence of stimuli that
may trigger the behaviour, as well as the presence or
absence of others and the location. Experimentally it
appears that each type of aggression has a clearly
differentiated neurobiological basis. Several forms of
aggression have been recognised in dogs. Some of these
include:

e Territorial aggression: The dog protects the
property by barking, growling, snarling, biting

e Predatory aggression: The dog silently stalks small
animals, birds. It may also stalk infants and
drooling is a common sign.

e Fear aggression: The dog may bark, growl, snarl
while backing up in a response to people, or other
animals. The dog shows fearful body posture, with
its tail and ears down. The dog may bite from
behind and run away. It looks for escape routes
when cornered.

e Pain aggression: Usually in response to being
manipulated or an aversive event.

All behaviour is dependent on the influences of
inheritance, learning and the environment.

breeds may have been selected for aggressive behaviour,
this does not mean that the breed is aggressive, there is
just a predisposition to behave in a certain way.
Additionally, each individual in that breed would not
necessarily exhibit aggressive tendencies. There is also
much variation within the individual, irrespective of
breed. Hence, assertions such as all Dobermans, for
instance, are aggressive, are untrue.

To understand why some dogs may act aggressively, it
helps to view the surroundings and circumstances from
the dog’s perspective. That is, try to “Walk in their
paws!” Regardless, most aggression can be successfully
managed.

PREDISPOSING FACTORS:

Genetic:
o Fear or anxiety (flight, fight or freeze response)
e Temperament
e Hormones — maternal
o Neurological factors
Learning and previous experience:
e Training
o Lack of socialisation
e Pain
e Fear
e Inappropriate reassurance - accidental
o Deliberate reward
e Redirected
Environment:
e Presence or absence of others
e Fear provoking stimuli
e Odours, noises
e Loud voices, shouting
¢ Sudden movements
e Assertive manner, staring
o Inappropriate reassurance
e Confinement or tying
Possible solutions:
Genetic:
o Early advice re pet selection
¢ Breeding for temperament

e Neutering
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Learning and previous experience:

o Explain how not to inadvertently reassure
unacceptable behaviour

e Reward appropriate behaviour ONLY

e Socialisation — eg Puppy Preschool®, obedience
training

e Pain reduction

o Desensitisation, habituation
Environment:

¢ NEVER USE AGGRESSION

o Assess context

e Ignore the dog

o Never make direct eye contact

e Watch body language, approach from the side not
from front or behind

o Offer treats
e Speak softly, calmly

o Allow time

REFERENCES AND FURTHER READING:

Beaver, B. et al (2001). A community approach to dog bite
prevention. Report of the AVMA Task force on Canine
Aggression and Human-Canine Interaction, JAVMA,
218, (11) 1732-1749

Houpt, K. A. (1991). Domestic animal behavior (2nd ed). Ames,
Iowa: Iowa State University Press.

Landsberg, G., Hunthausen, W. & Ackerman, L. (1997).
Handbook of behaviour problems of the dog and cat.
Oxford: Butterworth-Heinemann.

Lindsay, S. R. (2001) Applied Dog Behavior and Training.
Volume 2. lowa State Press, Ames.

Miczek, K.A. & Olivier, B. (1997) Neurochemical bases of
Aggression. In Dodman, N. H. & Shuster, L (eds)
Psychopharmacology of Animal Behavior Disorders.
Blackwell Science, Malden MA. 17-40.

Overall, K. L. (1997). Clinical behavioral medicine for small
animals. St Louis, Missouri: Mosby.

Serpell, J. & Jagoe, J. A. (1995). Early experience and the
development of behaviour. In J. Serpell (Ed.). The
Domestic Dog. Cambridge England: Cambridge
University Press.

Voith, V.L. & Borchelt (1996). Readings in companion animal
behavior. Trenton, New Jersey: Veterinary Learning
Systems.

Wright, J. C. (1991). Canine aggression towards people. Bite
scenarios and prevention. Veterinary Clinics of North
America: Small Animal Practice. Philadelphia, W. B.
Saunders, 21: 299- 314.

Urban Animal Management Conference Proceedings 2002 - Text copyright © AVA Ltd - Refer to Disclaimer




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



